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Program: Dr. Joseph Burke on William Miner and Modern
American Philanthropy.

Dr. Joseph Burke, past President and Provost of SUNY
Plattsburgh and current chairman at Miner Institute in
Chazy, NY, has compiled the rich history of William Miner

into his new book entitledi Wi | | i am Mi ner : The Man and
theMythd I n 550 pages, Burke ¢aptures the | ife of Wijllia
Miner, his tribulations and ultimately his many successes.

Burke began by stating, AWilliam Minerds | ife] fror
1862 to 1930 showed that success in America could depen(d
not on who you wer e, but what you could do.d And Min

could do it all; he wore many hats. He was a self made
businessman, inventor, agriculturist, educator, engineer
entrepreneur and philanthropist.

At a young age he moved west to become a bridge cart
penter for the railroad. Going to business school at night
Miner began working his way up an impressive career lad-
der. He was a chief draftsman, superintendent of a caf
plant, and master builder of a refrigerator car company ipg  josepH BURKE, AUTHOR OF R WLLIAM MINER: THE MAN
Chicago. At 29 years old, Miner invented a piece of trail anp THE MYTHO SIGNS STEPHENS M UNDY @S COPY.
equipment that would revolutionize the railroad world.

William Miner returned to the North Country and be- name on his philanthropy; forbidding buildings to be
gan to give back. Burke explained that a few of his endeavhamed after him. When Carnegie, Ford and Rockefeller
ors included, a 15,000 acre experimental farm (The Minewhere giving bits of their fortunes, Miner believed that a
Institute), a model rural school, state of the art hospital, theérue philanthropist should never die wealthy. Unfortu-
Kent Delord House, and the William H. Miner Foundation. nat el vy, Mi nerds gifts to Ct

Burke said, AMiner want e duunityhswain€iafmgntea.i n Vall ey to b
not just lovely to look at by visitors, but a great place for Despite having the William H. Miner Foundation in
residents to live. He anticipated the methods for moderp | ace and all owing it to su
philanthropy that included a dramatic shift in private giving major projects (Chazy School, the hospital and the agri-
to public school s. 0 Many o tulturabcdllage/teseardh institutd) aMineransisted snymw-h
Bill and Linda Gates and Annie E. Casey follow much theviding the majority of the funding for his three major pro-
same philanthropic philosophy as William Miner did. jects himself. According to Burke, it turned out to be a

His handson approach and eib-yourself but deit-for- fatal flaw. He explains that no private citizen, regardless
others attitude was key to his success. Miner never put hief how wealthy they are, can fund three projects of this
caliber into perpetuity. Furthermore, having a single do-
nor in this way puts decision making into few hands
rather than into the hands of the community.

While some think such fiscal irresponsibility dimin-
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