
Program: Bruce Garcia, CEO of JCEO

The Joint Council for Economic Opportunity (JCEO) is 
Clinton County’s Community Action Agency. Bruce Garcia 
has been at the helm for only two years, but he is a com-
munity action veteran of nearly  thirty years. Garcia served 
as Deputy Director at JCEO for fifteen years before taking 
over as CEO. 

“Our mission is simple,” Garcia said. “JCEO provides 
resources and services that enhance people’s dignity and 
self-reliance.”  He explained that those coming to JCEO are 
low income working people who don’t have the luxury of 
a savings account. When a car accident, illness or injury 
strikes, it creates a financial crisis that leaves families, se-
niors and children in serious trouble. The programs offered 
at JCEO give people the help they need in a way that re-
spectfully promotes self-reliance.

JCEO is often incorrectly associated with the Depart-
ment of Social Services, but the two are not connected.  
While they both provide programs that assist those in crises, 
at JCEO, 96% of the people served have jobs. They work 
every day, sometimes two or three jobs to make ends meet. 
Of that 96%, almost 50% recieve income entirely from 
those jobs. The second largest population served is senior 
citizens trying get by on a fixed income. 

Garcia highlighted one of the agency’s new devel-
opments with their Food Shelves. One of the benefits of 
JCEO’s food shelf program is that that they have eleven 
different centers. They are able to get food to people who 
may not have transportation to travel all the way into Platts-
burgh. Garcia explined that through new partnerships with 
Sam’s Club, Wal-Mart, Yando’s and Aldi’s, JCEO received 
over 106,000 pounds of food to supplement the shelves. 

In its second full year, White Pine Commons housing 
development was 
also highlighted by 
Garcia. WPC is at 
100% occupancy, 
has had a very low 
turnover rate and 
has really blos-
somed into the com-
munity envisioned 
by JCEO’s former 
Executive Direc-
tor, Gordon Hazel. 
JCEO is pleased to 
be able to provide 
32 safe, affordable 
homes to families in 
need. Although there 
is still a serious need 
for additional hous-
ing communities 
such as White Pine 
Commons, Garcia 
does not foresee 
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Assemblywoman Janet Duprey and former JCEO Executive 
Director, Gordon Hazel, cut the ribbon at JCEO’s White 
Pine Commons ground breaking ceremony in 2008. White 
Pine Commons is an affordable housing community that pro-
vides 32 homes in its warm Wallace Hill Rd. Community. 
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JCEO pursing additional phases to the project. 

For more information about the services and programs 
provided to your community, visit JCEO’s website: www.
jceo.org or contact Bruce Garcia at 561-6310. 

Visiting Rotarians: Charlie Lewis (Naples FL)

Guests: Bruce Garcia (Maria Alexander)

Announcements: 
•	 Dues are due. There are still 50 people who haven’t 

paid. 
•	 Kit Booth received a $4,000 check from the club for 

the Battle of Plattsburgh. Kit thanked all those who 
volunteer to make BoP memorable and successful each 
year. 

•	 Oct 29-30 is the district conference in Cornwall.
•	 There is a club orientation at West Bay Plaza on Friday 

(8/6) at 8 AM. 

Colin’s Cash:
•	 Tony Searing said he is truly blessed to be at today’s 

meeting after his recent car accident. Luckily the rescue 
crew were able to salvage Tony’s expensive bike by 
using the Jaws of Life. 

•	 Stan Ransom announced that Battle of Plattsburgh 
buttons are on sale right now for $8 instead of $10. 
He also mentioned the open house being held at the 
CVPH Medical Library from 9-5 PM. Congrats Stan, 
for receiving a community service award for all the 
great work you do! 

•	 Bruce Delvanthal announced the PSU basketball 
team’s golf outing on Friday 8/6. There’s still room. 

•	 Past President Bonnie Black will be leaving soon for 
her 14th Mission of Hope trip. She will be reviewing 
two possible World Community Service projects on 
which our club and the sunrise club will collaborate.

50/50: Jim Judkins took a chance at the queen of 
hearts but was unlucky this time. There are 45 
cards left. 

Another Candle Burning For: Ron Malseptic 
(8/4) and Don Green (8/6).

Dates to Remember: 
Upcoming Programs and Events: 
•	 Aug 4	 Program: Brian Mann on the Oil Spill
•	 Aug 6  	 New Member Orientation (8am)
•	 Aug 11 Program: Feild Trip to CV Tran. Museum
Programs/Duty Roster: 
www.plattsburghrotary.org/plattsburgh/membershipduties.

FIRST CLASSTHE ROTARY CLUB
P.O. Box 86, Plattsburgh, NY 
12901 On Lake Champlain 

www.plattsburghrotary.org 
Charter Granted: April 1, 1926

ONLINE MAKEUP: 	 www.rotaryeclub.org
NEARBY MAKEUP LOCATIONS: 
Mon.	 Burlington	 12:10pm	 Wyndham Hotel
	 Canton		  12:15pm	 Best Westernv
	 Ottawa		  12:30pm	 Ottawa Marriott Hotel
Tues.	 Plattsburgh Sunrise	7:30am	 Elk’s Club
	 Saranac Lake	 7:30am	 Hotel Saranac
	 Massena		  12:15pm	 Elk’s Lodge
	 St. Albans	 12:15pm	 Masonic Temple
	 Montreal		  12:30pm	 Holiday Inn - Pt. Claire
	 Watertown Evening	5:30pm	 Black River Valley Club
	 Grand Isle	 6:00pm	 So Hero Congregational
Wed. 	 Middlebury	 7:15am	 Rosie’s Restaurant
	 Albany		  12:15pm	 Wolferts Roost Ctry Club
				    on Van Renssalear Blvd.
	 Tupper Lake	 12:15pm	 Pine Grove Restaurant
	 Potsdam		  12:15pm	 Sergi’s Banquet Hall
	 Watertown	 12:15pm	 Best Western Carriage Hse.
	 Chateaugay	 6:15pm	 Leonard’s Cherry Knoll Rst.
	 AuSable Forks	 7:00pm	 Ambulance Hall (no meal)
Thurs	 Williston		 7:15am	  Will Federated Church
	 Lake Placid	 7:30am	 Howard Johnson’s 
	 Watertown AM	 7:30am	 Best Western Carriage Hse	
	 South Burlington	 7:30am	 VT National Ctry. Club
	 Champlain-Rous.Pt.7:45am	 Jreck Subs, Champlain
	 Malone		  Noon	 Gallagher’s
	 Colchester-Milton	 12:10pm	 Hampton Inn
	 Ogdensburg	 12:15pm	 Gran-View Restaurant
Fri.	 Burlington Sunrise	 7:15am	 Ethan Allen Club
	 Old Montreal	 12:15pm	 Holiday Inn Select


