
 
Program:   Michelle Powers, Bed Tax Effect on Clinton 

County 
  

 

 When Michelle began four years ago with the 

Chamber, they faced several challenges; the two biggest 

of which were staffing (it was just her) and a budget 

(there was none).  At the time they had a little county 

money, but she was forced to look at the gaps and begin 

filling them to the best of her ability.  

 ñWith the I love NY  funding slowing drying up, we 

had to figure out what to do to keep some of the great 

tourism attractions like the fishing tournaments alive in 

the North Country,ò said Powers.  Tourismôs eco-

nomic impact needs to be managed carefully in a way 

that helps sustain the vibrancy of our communities.  

 The Occupancy Tax, or ñbed tax,ò was an idea 

brought to the table a few years ago.  It applies to non-

residents when they come to our area and spend time in 

local hotels/motels.  The tax ranges from 1%-7% and 

the funds received lessens dependence on the county 

and state.  ñWe need to row our own boat,ò Powers 

said. ñWe need to make our own future and tourism is 

huge in this county.ò With help from the Occupancy Tax, 

tourism is expected to continue to grow.   

 Powers and the Occupancy Tax Committee drafted a 

local law which went through the County and was passed to 

the State. Included in the law are requirements that the 

revenues from the Bed Tax be earmarked for tourism, 

meaning marketing efforts would have to be done outside 

of Clinton County in order to draw tourism to the area.  

 2009 is expected to see roughly $300,000 in revenue 

from the Bed Tax. Essex County gets well over a million 

dollars each year so Clinton County got a way to go, but 

the Chamber is moving forward and motivated by the pro-

gress made thus far.  

 Powers explained some of the ways the revenue has 

been spent. From upcoming high definition television com-

mercials and trade shows, to ñTwitteringò and advertising 

on Facebook,  the Chamber is coming up with innovative 

ways to attract people to the area.   
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This Week:   
¶ District Conference: For those interested in volun-

teering to attend the District Conference on 9/17, if 

you register within the next ten days you may win 

free accommodation. See Bonnie for more informa-

tion and a brochure.  

 

Guests: Doug Bouchard (Past Pres. Steve Frederick); Mi-

chelle Powers (Colin Read). The following Rotarians 

brought guests: Bob Parks and Ellen Bouchard. 
 

 

Announcements: 

¶ Kristen Shives is leaving her position here with the 

Boy Scouts and is heading back to Alabama where 

she will attend graduate school.  

¶ T-Shirts: Jody Carpenter fronted the money for the 

shirt order. If you havenôt yet paid for your shirt, 

please pay Jody directly.  

¶ Roducky Derby CommitteeðEllen Bouchard:  
The weekend was 

very successful  for 

duck sales outside of 

Wal-Mart as volun-

teers sold $902 

worth of ducks. Wal

-Martôs matching 

grant will take a 

while to come but as 

they say, ñthe 

checkôs in the mail.ò 

Samôs Club ap-

proached the com-

mittee and said 

theyôd like to see 

duck sales outside 

their store front as 

well. If everyone 

could buy a duck 
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Meetings  

Wednesdays 12:15 p.m.  
Elks Club, Plattsburgh 

M ICHELLE  POWERS, VICE  PRESIDENT OF M ARKETING  AT  THE  CLINTON  

COUNTY  CHAMBER  OF COMMERCE , DISCUSSES THE  ñBED TAXò WITH  CLUB  

MEMBER  ROGER VANGUILDER .  

Induction Ceremony for New  Members Terrianne 

Pavone and Jack Helfgott 
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