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tural community produced a market value of $124 mil-

lion. Ivy said that dairy farmers, while not making a huge 

profit right now, are still spending a lot on resources to 

keep the product coming. Farmers play an 

important role in our local economy, and, 

if they fail, there is a ripple effect that 

reaches a web of connected businesses. 

Note of fact: three of the stateôs top pro-

ducing dairy farms are located in Clinton 

County.   

 Ivy said that buying locally is gaining 

more and more momentum. Adirondack 

Harvest is an effort that started in Essex 

County and has made its way throughout 

the state. The program works to connect 

produces with consumers and restaurants.  

 Home and community garden efforts are taking off 

with growing interest in producing food locally. Ivy said 

the Cooperative Extensionôs volunteer educators are en-

couraging gardening and teaching people the skills they 

need to produce environmentally safe, practical gardens.  

 

Visiting Rotarians: 

(Sunrise Club) Jim Ben-

nett 

 

Guests:  Anne Hansen 

and Sonia Long both 

brought guests.  

 

This Week:  

¶ What does ñActive 

Exemptò mean? 

When a member is 

with the club for a 

number of years and 

is an older senior 

citizen, they can be 

exempt from atten-

dance totals. It does-

nôt exempt them 
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Meetings  

Wednesdays 12:15 p.m.  
Elks Club, Plattsburgh 

Program: Amy Ivy; Cornell Cooperative Extension of 

Clinton County 

 

 Amy Ivy, project leader and extension educator for the 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Clinton County, told Ro-

tarians that the logo and name are the most confusing com-

ponents of her job. In the mid 1800ôs, Congress passed the 

Moral Act, which was a nationwide act establishing Land 

Grand universities. These universities were charged with 

offering broad based education with public benefit. The 

role of the ñextensionò is to bring the university to the peo-

ple. Research conducted at these universities must be deliv-

ered to the communities so it can be put into practical use 

locally. The cooperation component of the name refers to 

the team approach between the federal government, college 

and county governments.  

 The Cooperative Extension in Clinton County is     

governed by an elected board of directors that monitors 

projects and ensures the countyôs funding is being spent 

appropriately. Most importantly, program advisory com-

mittees keep the focus on meeting local needs.  

 Ivy said that a common misconception about the Coop-

erative Extension is that it is funded through Cornell Uni-

versity, and therefore, is somewhat insulated from eco-

nomic hardship. The programôs major fund-

ing source is federal, state and county. Cor-

nell does contribute other resources such as 

staff and benefits packages, but does not 

contribute actual dollars.  

  Eat Smart New York is a new program 

targeting low income families. It helps fami-

lies make healthy choices and encourages 

consumption of fruits, vegetables and other 

foods that set children up for a lifetime of 

healthy eating.  

 The Cooperative Extension runs a 4-H 

club program that focuses on leadership, goal setting and 

exploring new interests among the kids. Ivy said the club 

has an after school component that encourages kids to get 

involved with science and education. The club has always 

had a strong focus on community service and it is still go-

ing strong.  

 The Cooperative Extensionôs Agricultural Program is  

its best know program. Last year, Clinton Countyôs agricul-

ELLIE  M URRAY (LEFT) SPEAKS WITH  AMY  IVY  FROM  THE  CORNELL  

COOPERATIVE  EXTENSION  OF CLINTON  COUNTY . 

JOSHUA KRETSER (LEFT) IS SHOWN WITH  HIS NEWLY  SPONSORED 

MEMBER , CARRIE  ROLLIER  AND CLUB  MEMBER  K IT  BOOTH . 
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 Amy Ivy, Cornell  

Cooperative Extension 
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