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 There is new legislation that is being proposed to 

make local governments more efficient. Cities and towns 

with high tax burdens, for example, will have a much 

easier time combining, dissolving or sharing services. 

The laws that use to prevent this from happening have 

been eliminated. This, according to Michaels, is the 

ñcarrot.ò The ñstickò is that it is much easier for citizens 

to file petitions that force those local entities to do just 

that.  

 In closing,  Michaels is happy to answer any ques-

tions about our local government. Simply contact him at 

518-562-3288. The Sunlight website can also be accessed 

through the Attorney Generalôs website 

(www.ag.ny.gov).  

  

Guests:  Joe Congelosi (Steve Frederick & Sonia Long), 

Paul Pavone (Ed Marin), Faith Osborne Long (Anne Cu-

taiar), James Snook & Kathy Crighton (Tracy Clark). 

 

 

This Week:  

¶ New Legislation: Dues have been raised, but only by 

a dollar. E-Clubs are 

now a permanent 

part of Rotary.  

North Americans 

have the option of 

getting RI Magazine 

electronically.  

¶ Thank you Alice 

Church for offering 

to drop off fishing 

tournament pins in 

Willsboro.  

¶ First  Thursday: 

Olive Ridleyôs at 5 

p.m. 

¶ May 17 Board of 

Directorôs Meeting 

CCC Dining Hall 

(PARC), 12 p.m.  
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Meetings  

Wednesdays 12:15 p.m.  
Elks Club, Plattsburgh 

Program: ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL GLEN FRANCIS 

MICHAELS ( PLATTSBURGH REGIONAL OFFICE)   

 

 

 It is sad that we live in a world where consumer fraud 

is so pervasive that litigation isnôt enough to combat the 

problem. Glen Michaels, Assistant Attorney General from 

the Plattsburgh Regional Office, spoke to the club about the 

Attorney Generalôs public integrity initiatives.   

 The Sunlight Initiative evolved as a way to bring infor-

mation  to the public about what is happening in govern-

ment and among our elected officials. Information such as 

campaign contributions, voting records, legislative issues, 

state contracts etc., has long been available to the public, 

but not necessarily easily accessible. The Sunlight Initia-

tive, driven via a website (www.sunlightny.com), pulls to-

gether this information in a way that allows individuals to 

look at the  governmentôs money trail and follow it as 

closely as they wish.  

 Why is it a ósunlightô initiative? Michaels said, ñWe 

believe government works best when itôs exposed to the 

sunlight.ò The Sunlight website offers a glossary of terms, 

how-to videos on topics such as how the lobbying process 

works, how the campaign process works and how the gov-

ernment works. It has a map that leads users to legislators, 

local governments and member items and  specific to their 

counties.   

 The site is extremely user friendly and offers opportu-

nities to provide feedback. Those operating the Sunlight 

Initiative are eager to find out how the site is helpful as 

well as any areas that may be lacking. They will answer 

specific questions if the site comes up short. While it tracks 

how people are using the site, the site in no way tracks who 

is using it. Michaels explained that the philosophy is that 

citizens eager to learn about what is happening in govern-

ment should be able to look at what ñBig Brotherò is doing 

without ñBig Brotherò watching them.  

PLATTSBURGH  ROTARY  CLUB  PRESIDENT BONNIE  BLACK  WITH  

GUEST SPEAKER , ASSISTANT ATTORNEY  GENERAL  GLEN  FRANCIS 

M ICHAELS , ( PLATTSBURGH  REGIONAL  OFFICE) 

VICKI  M ARKING , DAVE  K IMMEL  AND KYLE  BRISTER WERE THREE 

OF THE  ROTARIANS  TO PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  ANNUAL  CLEANUP  ON A 

SECTION OF INTERSTATE  87 ON THURSDAY, APRIL  29. 
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